
Dear BRC users  
 
 
RIKEN BRC Experimental Plant Division is emailing you to draw your attention 
to our resource distribution. Your inquiry about any item in the announcement is 
welcome.  
 
 
1. Notice on International Shipment of Plant Cell Cultures 
RIKEN BRC provides plant cell cultures internationally in compliance with 
applicable laws and regulations. 
 
Import requirements related to plant quarantine and phytosanitary regulations 
differ among countries. In addition, specific restrictions vary depending on the 
plant species concerned. Customers are responsible for obtaining information 
on the applicable requirements from the competent plant quarantine authority in 
their country. 
 
International shipments involve communication and coordination with plant 
quarantine authorities in both the importing country and Japan. As the 
necessary inquiries and regulatory procedures are time-consuming, a 
substantial lead time is currently needed before shipment can be arranged. 
 
We appreciate your understanding and cooperation. 
 
2. Notice on Arabidopsis activation tagged lines 
Since 2002, we have provided Arabidopsis activation (T-DNA) tagging lines in 
the form of seed pools for screening purposes. In recent years, however, an 
increasing number of these pools have shown reduced germination rates. In 
addition, the usage of this resource has been relatively low over the past 
decade. In light of this situation, we are currently reviewing its future handling 
from the next fiscal year onward, including the possibility of discontinuing seed 
propagation and limiting distribution to the existing stock only. As part of this 
review process, we would greatly appreciate your feedback and suggestions, 
including perspectives on the use of alternative resources listed below. 
 
Alternative resources 
Overexpression lines: FOX lines (https://epd.brc.riken.jp/en/seed/fox) 
Mutant lines: transposon-tagged lines (https://epd.brc.riken.jp/en/seed/transp), 
EMS-mutagenized lines 
(https://plant.rtc.riken.jp/resource/ems/ems_information.html) 
 
If you have any comments or suggestions regarding this matter, please feel free 
to contact us at plant.brc@riken.jp. 
 
3. ICAR 2026 
The 36th International Conference on Arabidopsis Research (ICAR2026) is 

https://epd.brc.riken.jp/en/seed/fox
https://epd.brc.riken.jp/en/seed/transp
https://plant.rtc.riken.jp/resource/ems/ems_information.html


held in SINGAPORE, June 22-26. We look forward to seeing you at the 
RIKEN booth in the conference site. 
https://icar2026.sg/sponsors-and-partners.php 
 
For inquiries, please contact us at plant.brc@riken.jp.  
 
 
Best Regards 
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